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If you are a reader who loves mysteries that make you lean in, question everything, and feel the 
tension simmering beneath everyday life, My Dear Grandfather by Barsha Rai is a story you will 
want on your shelf next. 



Where Culture and Suspense Intertwine 

Set against the vibrant backdrop of Nepal, this novel blends atmospheric storytelling with family 
dynamics that are anything but ordinary. Rai does not simply describe a place. She immerses 
you in it. From customs and traditions to inner family roles and expectations, Nepal becomes a 
character in its own right, shaping every interaction and every secret that stirs beneath the 
surface. 

A Family Full of Quiet Storms 

At the center of the story is Rickesh, a young man navigating the complexities of a household 
weighed down by generational tensions, emotional distance, and unspoken grievances. His 
connection with his grandfather serves as a tender counterbalance, a relationship full of warmth, 
mentorship, and genuine affection. It stands in gentle contrast to the colder edges of the rest of 
the family. 

Yet beneath this seemingly ordinary life lies a mystery that hums just out of sight. Rai guides 
readers into the heart of a family whose façade hides deeper conflicts, resentments, and 
shadows. The suspense builds slowly and quietly, inviting the reader to pay attention to every 
shift in tone, every unfinished sentence, and every glance that means more than it says. 

Suspense Crafted With Precision 

One of the most compelling aspects of My Dear Grandfather is the way Rai handles tension. 
Rather than overwhelming the story with constant twists, she plants subtle clues and misleading 
trails that make the reader question the truth at every turn. Every character becomes a 
possibility, every motive worth exploring. The result is a mystery that feels intelligent and natural 
rather than forced. 

Characters That Feel Real 

What gives this book its emotional power is not only the mystery but the depth of its characters. 
Rickesh’s frustration, loyalty, confusion, and hope feel deeply relatable, especially for younger 
readers navigating their own complex family expectations. 

His growing relationship with Ana, a classmate he meets at university, adds a gentle layer of 
warmth to the story. It is a welcome contrast to the heavier emotional weight he carries at home, 
offering both comfort and growth. 

Ideal for Readers Who Appreciate a Smart Whodunnit 

This novel is especially appealing for young readers and new adults who enjoy mysteries that 
reward attention and patience. It is an excellent fit for readers who enjoy subtle tension, 
meaningful character development, and stories enriched with cultural depth. The twists never 
feel exaggerated and the emotional core remains strong throughout. 

Critical Praise 



Reviewers have described the book as a smart and twisty thriller, with particular praise for its 
believable characters and well crafted suspense. Rickesh and the people around him feel 
genuine, flawed, and familiar, which heightens the emotional stakes of the unfolding mystery. 

The novel’s recognition with a Bronze IPPY Award for Best Regional Fiction in the Asia Pacific 
Rim category further affirms its narrative strength and cultural significance. 

Final Thoughts 

My Dear Grandfather is a mystery that does not rely on loud surprises. It invites its readers into 
an atmosphere of quiet tension and emotional honesty. With a compelling blend of culture, 
character, and slow building suspense, the story lingers in your thoughts long after you close 
the book. 

If you are searching for a thoughtful and heartfelt whodunit that goes beyond surface level 
thrills, this one deserves a place on your reading list. 

Get the book today!! 

https://cactusrainpublishing.com/my-dear-grandfather/ 

Written by Barsha Rai 
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